
35th35th
Anniversary Passion       Pride       Tradition

Photo: Ed McPherson OJHL ImagesPhoto: Ed McPherson OJHL Images

2023-24 SEASON

WELLINGTON DUKES VERSUS TORONTO CANADIENS 
Round 1 2023-24

Welcome to the 35th Year of Playoffs 

WELLINGTON DUKES VERSUS TORONTO CANADIENS 
Round 1 2023-24



Dukes Organization
Ken Clement l Owner/ Governor

Tealah Clement l Chief Operations Officer
Kelly Martin l Director /Marketing /Graphics  

Dukes & Total Sports Quinte 
Emilie Martin l Sponsorship 

& Advertising  905-269-9724
Kyle Seymour l Sponsorship 

& Advertising 705-930-2565
Ian & Carrie Deline l Billet Coordinators

HOCKEY STAFF
Todd Diminie l  General Manager

Kent Lewis l Head Coach/Dir Hockey Opps 
 Brian MacKenzie l  Asst Coach

Jacob Breckles l Asst Coach
Phil Groeneveld  l Goalie Coach 

Caitlin McCuaig  l Sports Physiotherapist 
Adam Reynolds l Strength & 

Conditioning Coach 
Ryan Isbister l Equipment Manager 

Joey Lavender l Dressing Room Attendant
Chris Hannah l  Co-op Student

SCOUTS
Brent Heusinkveld l Head Scout  

Scouts l Allan Etmanski, Ian McNeil, 
Rhonda Bartliff, Geraid O’Kane, Jeff Whittaker

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Doug Robinson l Executive President & Game 

Night Co-ordinator
Betty Masterson l Ticket Sales Mgr, 

Booster Club
Robert Baitley l 50/50 Sales

Ed McPherson l OJHL Images Photographer
Dave Wakefield l FloHockey Operator

Debbie Simpson l Booster Club
GAME DAY STAFF

Brock Ormond l FloHockey & Cogeco TV 
Broadcaster, Team Writer 

Tyler Brown l PA Announcer, DJ, 
Director of Social-Media/ Dukes & Total Sports

Craig Foster l Away Game Broadcaster 
on 99.3 County FM

Betty Lavender & Cheryl Insley 
          Back up support for game night

Betty Martin Bidner l Merchandise Sales
Linda Holmes l Chuck a Puck 

& Community Liaison
Bob Howe l Timekeeper/ FloHockey Asst
Dale Courneyea l Time-Keeper Assistant

Christine Rutter l Charity/ Non Profit Liaison
Rita Stevens l 50/50 Ticket Sales

Ken Johnston l 50/50 Ticket Sales
Sharon Kleinsteuber l 50/50 Ticket Sales

Derek Dailey l 50/50 Ticket Sales
Jeff Whittaker l Camera Operator

Judy Benway l Ticket Taker
Linda Lloyd l Ticket Taker

SECURITY PERSONNEL
Jim Grieves

Wayne MacDonald 
Rick McLaughlin 

Dieter Bidner  

THE WELLINGTON DUKES THANK THEIR FANS, 
VOLUNTEERS, GAME DAY SPONSORS & COMMUNITY 

FOR HELPING US GIVE BACK THIS SEASON!

• 99.3 county FM
• CML Snider School
• Community Living PEC
• Firefighters Toy Drive & Teddy 

Bear Toss
• Gift from the Heart 
• Loyalist Humane Society
• Movember

• PEC OPP Keep Kids Warm
• Reaching for Rainbows
• Relay for Life Bay of Quinte
• Royal Canadian Legion Branch 

160 Wellington
• Salvation Army Picton
• Storehouse Foodbank
• The Hub Child & Family Centre

The following local not for profit organizations were part of our 
2023-34 Charity games this season and so far (Relay for Life Bay of 
Quinte happening today) we have raised and donated a whopping 
$18,909.00!

WHO IS BAY OF QUINTE RELAY FOR LIFE

The Bay of Quinte Relay For Life is an 
amalgamation of 4 community events 
previously held in PEC, Belleville, Quinte 
West and Brighton.

This is our 3rd year back after COVID 
and we are pleased that each of the four 
communities still support this important 
fundraising event for the Canadian Cancer 
Society. We have the support of teams, 
Participants of Hope (survivors) and Spon-
sors from all four communities. This year’s 
event is being held on Sat. June 8th from 2 
to 11 pm at Trenton High School. 

Our fundraising goal is $64,000. Funds 
raised through sponsorship is crucial to 
our event but funds raised by our teams 
is the bulk of the money raised. Our goal 
is to have 25 teams register for our event. 

The event features entertainment, food 
trucks, kids and team activities. After the 
Opening Ceremonies at 2 pm, the Partici-
pants Lap of Hope begin the walk. At Dusk 
the Luminary Ceremony and the lighting 
of the Luminaries remind us of why we are 
raising funds. 

We remember the loved ones we have 
lost to cancer and we celebrate our loved 
ones living with cancer. The Canada-wide 
theme of Relay for Life events is “Move 
and Be Moved”. I can guarantee you that 
as you Move around the track you will be 
Moved. 

To register a team or register a 
Participant of Hope, go to;  
RelayforLife.ca/bayofquinte

GAME WORN JERSEY & 
GIFT BASKET RAFFLE 

All proceeds to Relay for Life
$5 each or 3 for $10

DRAW TAKES PLACE 
END OF FIRST INTERMISSION
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Winner will be announced on PA System during the game

Please help us support 
our final Charity Group 
of the season



35 STRAIGHT YEARS IN THE PLAYOFFS: WELLINGTON DUKES’ HISTORIC 
RUN THROUGH THE CJHL RECORD BOOKS

The Wellington Dukes have had a lot to celebrate during this season – 
and the 34 previous seasons. 
(Photo by Ed McPherson / OJHL Images)

By Ron Valentine/ OJHL

The Wellington Dukes have made the Ontario Junior Hockey League playoffs 
this season.

That line could have been written for every season since the Dukes’ junior 
hockey debut 35 years ago when they merged with the Belleville Bobcats 
franchise and relocated to Wellington in what was then the Metro Junior 
Hockey League. That streak sets a Canadian Junior Hockey League record, 
as confirmed by the league this week.

Over the course of their 35 years the Dukes have recorded 847 wins, 49 ties,  
313 regulation losses, 42 overtime losses and 33 shootout losses.

They have been Division champions nine times. The Dukes won the 
Dudley-Hewitt Cup, formerly vied for by the playoff champions of the OJHL, 
NOJHL (Northern Ontario Junior Hockey League) and  SIJHL (Superior 
International Junior Hockey League), three times, in 2003, 2011 and 2018.

The club hosted the tournament in 2014 when they lost in the final to the 
Toronto Lakeshore Patriots.

In 2018, the Dukes finished runners-up at the Royal Bank Cup (now known 
as the Centennial Cup) national championship tournament.

Marty Abrams, currently general manager and head coach with the Central 
Canada Hockey League’s Navan Grads, held those same positions with the 
Dukes for 16 seasons, from 1999-2000 to 2002-03 and from 2005-06 to 
2016-17.

“Getting into the playoffs for 35 years is a tremendous accomplishment,” 
Abrams told the OJHL. “I was fortunate enough to be behind the bench as 
well as general manager for the Dukes for sixteen seasons. My wife and 
I made our home in Wellington and have some great memories of those 
times. Garry Lavender was responsible for much of the team’s success and 
his son,Tod, spent time behind the bench and along with a great working 
executive. The Lavender family, including Garry’s wife Dianne, have been 
responsible for much of the success the team has had through the years.”

“We had some great rivalries and battles with the Wexford Raiders (who 
became the Toronto Jr Canadiens in 2006) and the Aurora Tigers and then, 
when the Trenton Golden Hawks joined the loop in 2009, it was a natural 
and very heated rivalry with the clubs arenas being just 30 kilometers apart.”

“With around 1,700 people living in the village of Wellington itself there has 
always been terrific community involvement from the surrounding areas 
and the team has always received great support especially in the old ‘Duke-
dome’. Perhaps the only junior clubs in Canada that can be ranked at about 
the same size are Navan and Wilcox, Saskatchewan, home of the Notre 
Dame Hounds.”

“I still follow the team very closely.”

First-year Dukes Director of Hockey opps/head coach of the club 
Kent Lewis, who spent 16 seasons behind the bench of the BCHL’s 
Powell River Kings, added: “In joining the Dukes I was very much 
aware of their rich history. What I think makes this year special for 
our fans is the turmoil they faced this summer. I’m proud of our 
players’ work this year and we look forward to the most special start 
of the year, the postseason.”

This story and more at wellingtondukes.com 

CHECK OUT THE OJHL REEL ON YOUTUBE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxfyHPC0HlU

Wellington Dukes Franchise Record for Post 
Season Appearances on OJ Reels 2025



TODAYS DUKES LINE-UP

DUKES HOCKEY STAFF

# PLAYER  POS HT WT  DOB   HOMETOWN
1  Shane Shelest   G 6:03 190 May 5, 03  Point-CLaire QC
3  Joshua Rumolo  D 6:03 195 Feb 23, 03 Whitby, ON
5 Nicholas Brady  D 6-2 200 July 17, 05 Keswick, ON
6 Logan Sitlani   D 5:11 160 Sept 15, 06 Stouffville, ON
7 Connor Hunt (A)  F 6.02 176    May 11, 04 Madoc, ON
8 Dimitri Tzaferis  (C) D 6.00 185    Sep 12, 03 Montreal, QC
9 Will Mitchell  F 5.10 180    Jun 12, 05  Kingston, ON
10  Justin Paré  D  6:00 175    Oct 19, 03  St-Lazare, QC
11 Zander Latreille  F 5.09 162    Jun 1, 04  Windsor, ON
12  Brad Barker   F 6:02 203 Feb 27, 04 Goodwood, ON
16 Nick DiPaolo  F 5.09 145    Aug 15, 06 Burlington, ON
17 Colin Smith  D 6.00 205    Feb 17, 04 Etobicoke, ON
18 Cory Jewitt (A)  F 5.10 165    Sep 1, 04  Clinton, ON
19 Connor Loerzel  D 6.02 220    Oct 31, 03    Gadshill, ON
20 Austin Montgomery-Parsons  F 5.11 183    Apr 20, 04  Courtenay BC
21 Ben Vreugdenhil  F 6.04 220    Feb 14, 06 Frankford, ON
22 Zack Carrier   F 6.00 173    Jan 18, 07    Odessa, ON
23  Ethan Quick  F 6.01  190    Jan 27, 05  Trenton, ON
24 Ryan Schaap   F 6-0 185 June 3, 04  Carlisle, ON
25 Caleb MacDonald  F 5:9 157 April 10, 05  Cardigan, PEI
26  Pana Efraimidis  F 5.11 185 May 15, 03 St-Laurent QC
27 Sacha Trudel  F 5.10 170    Sep 1, 05   Montreal, QC
30 Jack Lisson  G 6.01 180    Mar 31, 06 Oakville, ON

Gage Butcher  - F
Liam Campbell  - F
Jalen Carter - F
Jairus Ford - G
Brayden Friedrich - G
Gerrit Kempers  - F
Noah Groeneveld - G

Kaden Koutroulides - F
Jordan Laroda - F
Ronan MacFarlane - D
Rheydan McCoy - D
Cole Stevenson  - F 
Noah Szczurek - F
Keenan Wiles - F

 CENTER DOT IS 
$240 As of 

March 16th! 
(Progressive increase each game $10 if 

not won) AND PRIZES EVERY GAME.
Purchase your $1 pucks in the south-west 
end of the stands by the Dukes Dressing 
Room! Chuck A Puck takes place at 2nd 

intermission.
GOOD LUCK!  

Head Coach/ Director Hockey Operations
KENT LEWIS

General Manager - TODD DIMINIE
Assistant Coach

BRIAN MACKENZIE
Assistant Coach

JACOB BRECKLES
Goalie Coach - PHIL GROENEVELD

Strength & Conditioning Coach 
ADAM REYNOLDS

Sport Physiotherapist 

CAITLIN MCCUAIG MScPT Sport Dip
Head Scout - BRENT HEUSINKVELD

Dukes Scouts
*ALLAN ETMANSKI *IAN MCNEIL 

*RHONDA BARTLIFF 
*GERAID O’KANE 
Equipment Manager

RYAN ISBISTER
Dressing Room Attendant

JOEY LAVENDER

www.wellingtondukes.com       Follow us on social media @OJHLDukes

DUKES AP PLAYERS

GO DUKES GO!!!

Thank you Richard Sager for donating $1,000 for gifts for our boys!  Thank you for 
your continuous support of the Wellington Dukes!

YOU GOT A PROGRAM ... 
DID YOU GET YOUR 
BALLOT TO VOTE 

ON THIS SEASON’S 
FAN FAVOURITE DUKES 

PLAYER?  
CAST YOUR VOTE 

AT THE GATE!
Fan favourite will be 

announced at the 
Dukes Year End 

Banquet!!!
Get their name on

the Fan Trophy  

FAN FAVOURITE



  TODAYS CANADIENS LINE-UP

CANADIENS HOCKEY STAFF
Head Coach/GM - Dave DeMarinis
Assistant Coach - Jordan Bailey 
Assistant Coach - Mike Alexiou 
Trainer & Athletic Therapist - 

Equipment Manager- Johnny ”Zamboni” 
Guthenberg
Skills Development Coach Justin Donati
Goaltending Coach - Daniel Vella

# PLAYER            POS. HT WT DOB           HOMETOWN
2  Taylor, Joel  D 5-10 170 2005-05-19 Oshawa, ON
4  McKinney, John  F 5-10 175 2005-01-12 Newcastle, ON
7 Graziano, Luka  D 5-10 160 2007-10-24 Toronto, ON
8 Lopes, Peter  D 6-2 198 2003-02-01 Toronto, ON
11  Bly, Dylan  D 5-10 172 2005-06-05 Toronto, ON
12 Lindsay, Ethan   F 5-11 183 2003-05-17 Barrie, ON
14 McFarland, Ethan   D 6-0 178 2003-08-26 Toronto, ON
16 Gourgouvelis, Will   D 5-11 165 2003-09-26 Whitby, ON
17  Del Colombo, Chase F 5-10 163 2007-05-06 Mississauga, ON
19 Dean, Jack  F 5-10 185 2006-03-28 Greenbank ON
20  Athanasakos, Nicholas F 5-11 175 2003-03-29 Markham, ON 
21 Feldberg, Jay  F 5-11 175 2006-02-21 Toronto ON
23 Soares, Chris  F 5-11 170 2006-0323 Milton ON
24  Connolly, Nolan  D 6-5 210 2004-07-28 Whitby, ON 
25 Karafile, Jordan  F 5-11 185 2003-07-17 Maple, ON
26 Van Weelie, Connor  F 5-11 195 2003-04-19 Hopeville ON
71  Phillips, Nathan  F 5-10 170 2005-03-13 Burlington, ON
81 Bouchard, Brett  F 6-0  172 2005-01-18 Richmond Hill, ON
88 Malkhassian, Evan  F 5-8 165 2007-08-29 Toronto ON
93 Malkhassian, Luc  F 5-11 177 2005-05-18 Toronto ON 
29 Branton, Josh  G 6-0 195 2005-01-14 Woodbridge ON
31  Litvinov, Sergei  G 6-0 179 2003-10-20 St. Petersburg 

Registration Now Open for the Dukes Spring Prospects Camp in Wellington. 
Register online at wellingtondukes.com

DUKES 2024 SPRING PROSPECTS CAMP

Graphics: Tyler Brown/ Dukes

GOALIE POSITIONS NOW FULL



PRINT & SIGN SHOPYOUR

OFFICIAL PRINTER OF THE WELLINGTON DUKES

613.967.9553  1-800-883-3724
Serving Belleville & Area Since 1998

GET YOUR TICKETS ONLINE
It’s super simple - be GUARANTEED ADMISSION to the game 
you select. Ticket is printable or simply show your ticket at the 
gate on your phone - quick scan of the QR code and in you go!

SKIP THE LINE!

THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING 
2023-24 SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
99.3 County FM
A & B Precast

Ainsworth Funeral Home 
Anderson Equipment 
Allied LaPalm Moving 

Baldwin Electric 
 Best Western Belleville

Canadian Tire Picton
CLC Construction   

Custom Automotive
County Heat Pump

County Farm Centre 
County Party Rentals 

Drake Devonshire  
 Fireplace Specialties

Fosterholm Farms
Kinsip House of Fine Spirits 

Lakeside Motel  
Lise Allin Insurance
Load & Lift Disposal

Loyalist College  
Marks Heating & Cooling Ltd. 

McDougall Insurance
MPP, Todd Smith

Mr. Print Belleville 
No Frills Picton

PEC OPP Detachment
PEC WINE Tours

PhysioHouse Wellington
Picton Harbour Inn  
Pierson’s Foodland

Popeyes Supplements Belleville
Prinzen Ford Bloomfield 
Quinte Isle Camp Park
Quinte Isle Real Estate 
Ray’s Power Equipment 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
160 Wellington  

Rushnell Funeral Homes Picton
Ryan Williams 

MP Bay of Quinte
NuFloors Quinte

Sager Pallets & Recycling 
Scotiabank Wellington & Picton 

Steve Marshman Jewellers
Subway Picton 

The County Canteen
Tim Hortons PEC 

Veenstra & Lloyds Plumbing, 
Heating & Cooling

Viewtech Window and Doors
Wager Farms 

Wellington Consecon 
Fire Fighters Association

Wellington Pharmacy
W.H Williamson & Co Limited 

Insurance Brokers 
 Wilkinson & Co. Accountants

Christine Rutter 
EXIT Realty Group

95.5 FM & Cool 100

Boathouse Seafood 
Restaurant 

& Waterfront Patio

HUFF Estates Winery

Home Hardware 
Building Centre 

Picton/ Wellington

MLP Residence

Total Sports Quinte

GOLD SPONSORS
 Home Hardware 

Wellington
The County Guys 
Real Estate Group
County Heat Pump

L & A Mutual 
Insurance 

Kimberly Ferguson

PLATINUM 
SPONSORS

Take Mike for Granite

Midtown Brewing 
Company Wellington

Hockeystickman.ca

Visit the County
Belleville Nissan

Thank you to Mr. Print for sponsoring our 
Playoff Tickets!



199 Bell Boulevard, Belleville, ON
belleville@popeyesontario.ca

popeyesonlineorders.com

The Wellington Dukes 
are powered by 

Popeye’s Supplements Belleville!

You could 
win prizes by 
Tagging the 
Dukes on 

Social Media!

Visit the Dukes Selfie Booth in the Lobby!  Post your self-
ie and TAG the Dukes @OJHLDUKES #OJHLDUKES



Your Sponsors of the

Congratulations on 
35 Straight Years

of Playoffs 

Get ready for 
Spring with us.

New Arrivals, 
Fresh Deals, and 

more.
Shop Now!

13321 Loyalist Parkway, Picton, ON K0K 2T0


